
 
 
Dear APR Team,  
 
The last quarter of 2015 brought an abundance of global travel and international connections. Michi 
Olson, VP of Relocation and Business Development, and I have just returned from two weeks in China. 
However, before China, we were traveling around the globe reinforcing our international business 

connections and expanding our brand 
recognition in other key marketplaces. We were 
well-represented at various conferences in 
London, Berlin, Vancouver, New York City, 
Boston, Honolulu and more, where we were 
either sponsors, panelists or keynotes speakers. 
 
Our recent travels in China started off in 
Shanghai for the Luxury Property Showcase, 
where twelve APR agents from around the Bay 
joined us. We had a beautiful booth and ample 
opportunities to network and learn about the 
Chinese consumer. Michi and I both presented 
at the conference, educating international 
clients on purchasing opportunities in the Bay 
Area. Michi was also interviewed as a global 

relocation expert. The showcase was a huge success and provided relationships we will continue to 
leverage in the year to come.  
 
While in Shanghai, we also met with media 
and advertising outlets, such as Juwai.com, to 
expand our comprehensive strategy on 
targeting Chinese consumers, whether they 
are relocating for the schools, interested in 
investment properties, or are looking to buy 
trophy properties.  
 
In Hong Kong, we met with HSBC Bank and 
several local real estate partners. HSBC 
updated us on the monetary conversion 
regulations in China. We learned that more 
important than the limitation to transfer funds 
of $50,000 per person annually is actually the 
$50,000 conversation limitation when 

http://shanghai.lps-china.com/en
http://shanghai.lps-china.com/en
http://www.juwai.com/
https://www.hsbc.com.hk/


converting from RMB (Chinese Yuan currency) to US dollars 
per year per person. Once a person has RMB converted to US 
Dollars, he or she can send as much to the United States from 
Hong Kong as they would like without any limit or restrictions. 
The easiest way to transfer money to the US is from an HSBC 
account in Hong Kong to an HSBC branch in the US. 
However, with QDII2 (Qualified Domestic Individual Investor 
Program) launching, this will be less of a concern for many 
Chinese investors. Slated for launch in 2016, it will be a great 
benefit to our clients allowing Chinese residents in 6 
cities, including Shanghai, to be able to invest in overseas 
assets. We also met with Asia Pacific Properties who host 
www.okay.com, and Ark Properties, a new member of 
LeadingRE who is one of our referral partners and is working 
with us on a special project to promote Bay Area properties 
and developments overseas. 
 
At our last stop in Beijing, we met with Gene Shi, the President 
of the International Properties Division at Homelink, the 
largest real estate company in China. Homelink (also known as 
www.lianjia.com) has 90,000 full time agents and 500 offices nationwide. Additionally, they have 
overseas divisions and bring referrals to the US, UK, Canada and Australia. We are honored to have an 
exclusive relationship with Homelink as their only Bay Area wide partner- a huge differentiating factor!  
 
The amount of wealth we observed in all three cities was outstanding; China still has a huge amount of 
buying potential despite economic reports about the stock market in the news. The Bay Area is an idyllic 
place for the Chinese consumer to move, with its allure of blue skies, clean air, and top universities. The 
traffic is so significant in Beijing, that it took us an hour to go just a few miles, making San Francisco 
traffic seem quite appealing! While our housing prices are astounding to Americans, for the Chinese 
buyer, buying a home in the Bay Area is a deal. These are some aspects of the Bay Area you should be 
sure to leverage when working with Chinese clients. 
 
We are truly committed to being at the forefront of the international market and creating marketing and 
partnerships that strengthen our reputation as an international real estate firm. We will be attending the 
Luxury Property Showcase in Beijing in April and also traveling to other neighboring Asian countries. 
We continue to look outside Asia as well, to other markets that feed into the Bay Area, such as in Canada, 

South America and Europe. At Alain 
Pinel Realtors, all agents are local and 
global- you can help clients find a 
home anywhere in the world through 
our affiliation with LeadingRE and 
Luxury Portfolio!  
 
 
 
Rainy Hake, 
EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT & 
COO 
BROKER, BRE# 01925810 
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http://www.lianjia.com/
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